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North Carolina is a LowNorth Carolina is a Low--Spending State. Spending State. 
In 2006In 2006--07, it ranked 38th…07, it ranked 38th…

Ranking Per-Pupil Expenditures by State
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In 2007In 2007--08, North Carolina dropped to 4008, North Carolina dropped to 40thth in in 
School SpendingSchool Spending

20072007--08 Data:08 Data:
North Carolina = $8,615North Carolina = $8,615
U.S. Average = $9,963U.S. Average = $9,963
–– Difference of $1,348Difference of $1,348



Local Homeowners Benefit Local Homeowners Benefit 
from High State Contribution from High State Contribution 

to Schoolsto Schools



NC’s 2007NC’s 2007--08 Sources of School Funding08 Sources of School Funding

64.8%

25.0%

10.2%

State Federal Local

$7.37 B

$1.16 B

$2.84 B

Source: DPI, Financial & Business Services, Highlights of the NC Public School Budget, February 2008

National Average:

State = 47.9%

Local = 43.3%

Federal = 8.8%

New Jersey:

State = 36.1%

Local = 60.6%

Federal = 3.3%

Pennsylvania:

State = 36.4%

Local = 56.6%

Federal = 7.0%



Wake County Supports Relatively High Wake County Supports Relatively High 
Per Pupil Spending with Low Tax EffortPer Pupil Spending with Low Tax Effort



Per Pupil Expenditure Ranking:Per Pupil Expenditure Ranking:
CountyCounty RanRan

kk
Total Current Total Current 
Spending per Spending per 

PupilPupil

CountyCounty RankRank Total Total 
Current Current 

Spending Spending 
per Pupilper Pupil

OrangeOrange 11 $3,817$3,817 WakeWake 1111 $2,007$2,007
DareDare 22 $3,780$3,780 BrunswickBrunswick 1212 $1,995$1,995

DurhamDurham 33 $2,662$2,662 ForsythForsyth 1313 $1,886$1,886

MecklenburgMecklenburg 44 $2,424$2,424 TransylvaniaTransylvania 1414 $1,828$1,828

New HanoverNew Hanover 55 $2,360$2,360 BuncombeBuncombe 1515 $1,805$1,805

ChathamChatham 66 $2,354$2,354 HaywoodHaywood 1616 $1,685$1,685

GuilfordGuilford 77 $2,205$2,205 MooreMoore 1717 $1,659$1,659

WataugaWatauga 88 $2,114$2,114 HydeHyde 1818 $1,638$1,638

CurrituckCurrituck 99 $2,108$2,108 UnionUnion 1919 $1,629$1,629

CarteretCarteret 1010 $2,061$2,061 PolkPolk 2020 $1,628$1,628

Data Source: 2008 Local School Finance Study (FY 2006-07)



Average Effective Tax Rate:Average Effective Tax Rate:

Wake County = $0.531Wake County = $0.531

State Average = $0.573State Average = $0.573



Adjusted Property Tax Base per Student:Adjusted Property Tax Base per Student:

Wake County = $715, 770Wake County = $715, 770

State Average = $602,180State Average = $602,180

Top 10 = $1,963,674Top 10 = $1,963,674

Bottom 10 = $305,686Bottom 10 = $305,686



Contrary to Popular Opinion, Wake’s Transportation Costs Contrary to Popular Opinion, Wake’s Transportation Costs 
are Comparable to or Lower than Other “are Comparable to or Lower than Other “UrbansUrbans”…”…

DistrictDistrict BusesBuses PupilsPupils MilesMiles CostCost Cost per Cost per 
PupilPupil

Cost per Cost per 
MileMile

WakeWake 798798 66,15166,151 14,906,35614,906,356 35,824,51835,824,518 541.56541.56 2.402.40

CMSCMS 1,1491,149 80,58480,584 22,699,47622,699,476 52,516,62952,516,629 651.70651.70 2.312.31

ForsythForsyth 372372 27,43327,433 6,929,6036,929,603 15,701,68615,701,686 572.36572.36 2.272.27

DurhamDurham 263263 16,88316,883 3,720,7903,720,790 12,950,13712,950,137 767.05767.05 3.483.48

GuilfordGuilford 618618 38,70338,703 9,403,5479,403,547 26,429,81226,429,812 682.89682.89 2.812.81

Data Source: Wake Education Partnership



And Wake’s Per Pupil Spending is Lower than And Wake’s Per Pupil Spending is Lower than 
Charlotte, which has Gone to Neighborhood Charlotte, which has Gone to Neighborhood 

SchoolsSchools

Per Pupil Spending Analysis

CharlotteCharlotte--MecklenburgMecklenburg $8,595 / pupil$8,595 / pupil

Wake CountyWake County $8,117 / pupil$8,117 / pupil
______________________________________________________________________
DifferenceDifference $478 / pupil$478 / pupil

If Wake spent as much as CharlotteIf Wake spent as much as Charlotte--Mecklenburg, the overall budget Mecklenburg, the overall budget 
would increase by $65,964,000.would increase by $65,964,000.

Data Source: Wake Education Partnership



To Sum it Up…To Sum it Up…

1.1. NC & Wake County spend less per pupil than NC & Wake County spend less per pupil than 
other statesother states

2.2. NC Homeowners spend less on schools than NC Homeowners spend less on schools than 
those in other statesthose in other states

3.3. Because of its high tax base, Wake can Because of its high tax base, Wake can 
support schools with a low tax ratesupport schools with a low tax rate

4.4. Wake’s bussing costs are in line with or lower Wake’s bussing costs are in line with or lower 
than other urban school districts than other urban school districts 

5.5. Wake is spending less per pupil than urban Wake is spending less per pupil than urban 
neighborhood districtsneighborhood districts
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