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Civic Engagement is a goal and a tool for WakeUP

· WakeUP volunteers are what make WakeUP happen!  They are vital to our success.   We are “taxpayers for good growth!”

· WakeUP volunteers include activist issue teams, the Board of Directors and our Advisory Committee.

· Volunteers participated in monitoring government actions, advocacy and lobbying, writing letters to the editor, blogging, making presentations, fundraising and event planning.

· Thank you, thank you volunteers.

Advocacy at city, county, and state level 

· Monitoring city and Wake County actions on water supply and water quality issues, including: conservation, stormwater controls, Falls Lake, Jordan Lake, and the Little River

· Raleigh’s Comprehensive Development Plan and the New Development Code process

· Lobbied mayors, county commissioners and state legislators on the regional transit plan and funding

· Spoke up for county funding for public schools
· Fair growth funding – advocating for increasing water and sewer capacity fees on new development.

Major Growth Events we participated in 2009, the year on Growth!

· Institute for Emerging Issues (Feb.) – focus on state growth challenges

· Triangle Reality Check (Feb.) – WakeUP Wake County was one of 300 participants in the growth planning exercise hosted by Triangle Tomorrow and Urban Land Institute

· Congressman David Price’s Smart Growth Summit (April) - presenter

· WakeUP was invited to speak before various groups, including the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, a school, town boards, Advocates for Health, Rotary Club, etc.

Events Sponsored and Co-sponsored:

· Sponsored a major Education Forum in May, “Achieving Educational Excellence in Times of Challenge and Change,” w/ Bigger Picture4 Wake, Concerned Citizens for African American Children, Wake League of Women Voters and Wake NCAE

· Sponsored Municipal Candidate Forums for Raleigh and Cary w/ Wake League of Women Voters and the Raleigh Downtowner Magazine

· Cosponsored Growth series for young professionals with Emerging Tar Heel Leaders

· Cosponsored forum on “Equity in Education” with YWCA and ACLU

· Launched WakeUP Growth Issues Happy Hour in October

Partnerships and Coalitions

· Capital Area Friends of Transit – broad coalition including Chamber of Commerce, RWCA, disability advocates, the Sierra Club, churches and more

· Advocating on local water supply: Jordan and Falls Lake – working with the Neuse Riverkeeper Foundation, NC Conservation Network, Capital Group Sierra Club and others

· Wake County Schools – education forums and now WakeUP Education team is building new alliance to monitor the 2010 Board of Education 

Press Hits

· Over 110 press hits to date – TV, print news, radio, cable television, online

· Launched Facebook page and Twitter – almost 200 Facebook fans and almost 300 Twitter followers

· Website has added much new information

New major funders

· Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation – also included a $15,000 matching grant

· American Public Transit Association

· SAS Foundation

· As well as many WakeUP members and supporters

